
ORDINANCE NO. 1085 

AN ORDINANCE TO UPDATE THE ATHENS MUNICIPAL CODE TO 

REFLECT CURRENT CITY OF ATHENS POLICIES AND PROCEDURES. 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY OF ATHENS, TENNESSEE, AS FOLLOWS: 

SECTION 1: That Title 13, Chapter 5, Section 13-504 (Notice to remove) be amended by 

replacing "chief of police" with "city manager, or his/her designee"; and 

SECTION 2: That Title 13, Chapter 5, Section 13-506 {Removal by city) be amended by 

replacing "chief of police" with "city manager, or his/her designee" and by inserting "/she" 

after the word "He" in the last sentence of the section; and 

SECTION 3: That Title 13, Chapter 5, Section 13-507 {Entry to remove; removal by 

owner) be amended by replacing "chief of police, any regularly employed and salaried officer of 

the police department of the city, contracting agents of the City of Athens, and employees of 

such contracting agents, and authorized officers, employees, and agents of the City of Athens, 

and each of them, are" with "city manager, or his/her designee,"; and 

SECTION 4: That Title 15, Chapter 6, Section 15-601 {Generally) be amended by 

replacing all references to "chief of police" with "city manager, or his/her designee". 

SECTION 5: That Title 16, Chapter 1, Section 16-101 {Obstructing streets, alleys, or 

sidewalks prohibited) be amended by added the words "without prior approval by the city 

manager, or his/her designee" to the end of the sentence. 

SECTION 6: That Title 16, Chapter 1, Section 16-110 {Parades regulated) be amended by 

replacing all references to "chief of police" with "city manager, or his/her designee". 

SECTION 7: Any Ordinance, Resolution, Motion or parts thereof in conflict herewith are 

hereby repealed and superseded. If any sentence, clause, phrase or paragraph of this 

Ordinance is declared to be unconstitutional by any Court of competent jurisdiction, such 

holding will not affect any other portion of this Ordinance. 

SECTION 8: BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that this Ordinance shall take effect upon final 

passage and as provided by law. 

APPROVED AS TO FORM: 

PASSED ON FIRST READING: November 19
t 

2019 

PASSED ON SECOND READING: December 19
t 

2019 

DATE OF PUBLIC HEARING: December 19, 2019 

c�� 
CHARLES T. BURRIS, II, Mayor 



 
 

POLICE DEPARTMENT 
 

MEMORANDUM 
 

TO: C. Seth Sumner, City Manager  

FROM: Clifton D. Couch, Chief of Police 

DATE: October 28, 2019 

SUBJECT: Parking and Abandoned Vehicles Amendments 
 
As you requested, I've evaluated the various municipal codes that would need to be altered in 
order to avoid the confusion and inefficiency that we often find ourselves running into regarding 
parking and abandoned vehicles. 
  
As you will no doubt recall, we're running into an enforcement issue regarding an abandoned 
stretch of road near Madison. The owner of a tractor trailer is using the stretch to park his rig, 
despite being advised not do so by the City. Although the action is prohibited in the City's Zoning 
Code, Section 15-601 of the City of Athens Municipal Code (for which police officers can easily 
write citations) only prohibits parking on a "street". As shown on the attached copy of Section 
15-601, this section could easily be modified to address these types of issues in the future by the 
adding "or right-of-way" in the location I've indicated. 
  
As you requested, I've also examined the code regarding junked or inoperable cars on private 
property. Under the current code, code enforcement officers send letters, in the name of the 
Chief of Police, to violators and then forward a copy of the letter to the police department for 
follow up.  This has led to some inefficiencies. The involvement of the two departments obviously 
causes confusion and things do fall through the cracks. In response to your request for ways to 
alter the code and improve efficiency, I've identified two options. 
 

1. This issue could be cleared up as part of the codification of the Municipal Code; however, 
problems currently being experienced by Community Development and the Police 
Department would not be addressed in the near future. 

 
2. Another option would be to amend the code now.  I've attached a copy of a proposed  

ordinance with my recommended changes. Essentially, any reference to specific city 
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employees would be replaced with "The City Manager or his/ her designee". This is in line 
with the approach we've been taking with other ordinance modifications, and makes the 
ordinance reflect our form of government. It also builds in managerial flexibility and lets 
our organization adapt to change without the need to change the law every few years.  

 
I hope these recommendations are in line with what you were looking for.  Please let me know if 
I can be of any further service in this matter. 
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